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BIG CHANGES IN 2020 

Just as the pandemic and its uncertainty 
began, CCFT lost a co-founder and champion 

of farmland preservation. Lynn Miller, 87, died 
March 3. 

“I hope Lynn can hear us,” said CCFT president 
Jennifer Shuey during the Nov. 10 annual meet-
ing. “I hope he knows how thankful we are for 
his support and his legacy and how much it will 
truly mean to Centre County in the years to 
come, as his legacy bears fruit in the future.”

Miller identified a need for another way to 
preserve farmland in addition to Pennsylvania’s 
agriculture preservation program. His vision 
evolved to create the Trust in 1994. 

Miller’s legacy will also include an endowment 
to the Trust. 

Since the Trust’s early days, Centre County gov-
ernment has provided the non-profit Trust with 
staff support to secure and steward conserva-
tion easements, as part of its office of planning 

Members of the Centre County Farm-
land Trust recognized the volunteer 

service of Jennifer Shuey and Joseph Griffin, 
approved new board member Bob Potter, 
re-elected three board members and named 
Alan Schraffranek as its new president at the 
Nov. 10 annual meeting. 

Shuey’s three-year term as president ends in 
2020. She continues to serve on the Board.

Joseph GriffinJennifer Shuey

Continued on pg. 4 Continued on pg. 3 

map-guides to country 
drives linking farm stores, 
farmers’ markets, restau-
rants with local foods, 
wineries, cideries and 
farm heritage sites. 

The Trust’s third map-
guide “Ridges and Val-
leys” coming in spring 
‘21, will feature spots in 
Bellefonte, Millheim and 
Penns Valley.

Support from 
members of the 
Centre County 

Farmland Trust and its 
partner organizations led 
the Trust in 2020 to create 
Farm Routes — a new 
way to connect Centre 
County residents and visi-
tors with local farmers.

Farm Routes offers Continued on pg. 2
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Highlighting the Hands & Lands that Feed Us
“We’re trying to bring together our community of 

local eaters with our local farmers and make that con-
nection even stronger,” said Jen Shuey, President of the 
Farmland Trust. “We’re trying to highlight the hands 
and the lands that feed us.”

“Our mission at the Centre County Farmland Trust 
is to preserve the agricultural 
heritage and the beautiful open 
space that we have. It is such a 
part of our community’s identity 
and our culture. Sometimes we 
take this open space for granted. 
But once it’s gone, it’s gone forev-
er, so it’s really important for us 
as a community to understand 
that, to ensure that our growing 
community has this open land, 
these productive farms.”  

A 2020 Adaptation
The COVID-19 pandemic’s 

social distancing and uncertainty 
prompted the adaptation. The an-
nual Centre County Farm Tour 
would have marked its 15th year in 2020 and welcomed 
groups of people onto about one dozen farms for a 
one-day event.

Farm Routes (continued)
The 2020 tour was canceled in favor of urging people 

to explore beautiful country corridors on their own 
from one delicious local agricultural experience to 
another, on drives and day-trips over several months.

The map-guides, designed by graphic designer Sarah 
Walter, are available as paper, fold-out maps at many 
of the participating stops, and digitally on the Farm-

land Trust website, www.centre-
countyfarmlandtrust.org. They 
can also be accessed on a mobile 
device via the tassl mobile app.

First Two Map-Guides
Farm Routes launched with a 

first map-guide in late summer 
2020 and a second in the fall. 
The “Round Barn Route” high-
lights 16 stops starting at Mount 
Nittany Overlook by Harrison’s 
in Centre Hall, running mostly 
along Rt. 45 past the Neff Round 
Barn and ending at the seasonal 
Pine Grove Mills Farmers Mar-
ket. A video snapshot of that 
route debuted in late December.

The second map-guide, the “Town & Country 
Route,” loops from Way Fruit Farm in Port Matilda 

Continued >>> 
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Farm Routes
through State College, with a total of 14 stops, 
including Otto’s Pub and Brewery and Barrel 21 
Distillery & Dining, and iconic farm stores Harner 
Farm and Meyer Dairy, ending at the farm-to-table 
RE Farm Café at Windswept Farm.

Investments
The Trust invested in a social media strategy and 

marketing to promote the new event, local foods and 
farmland preservation. The Trust grew its Instagram 
following from 75 to 386 followers, its Facebook 
following to 855, and also grew its email list.

It also invested in a partnership with the “tassl” 
mobile app that allows people to access the map-
guide information on their mobile devices. 

Artist Cinda Kostyak, a member of the Farmland 
Preservation Artists of Central PA, shared her paint-
ing of a rooster for a Farm Routes logo and t-shirt 
design sold in fall 2020 as a fundraiser.

Funding
Member donations, a $5,000 tourism grant from 

the Happy Valley Adventure Bureau, plus in-kind 
assistance from partners like FPA and community 
goodwill combined to fund the program — all 
toward the goal of farmland preservation.

BE PART OF FARM ROUTES!

Tour the Round Barn Route by video at 

www.centrecountyfarmlandtrust.org

• Volunteer for Farm Routes 2021 and get a 
FREE Farm Routes t-shirt! 
E-mail: E-mail: 
centrecountyfarmlandtrust@gmail.comcentrecountyfarmlandtrust@gmail.com

• Follow @centrecountyfarmlandtrust on 
Facebook and Instagram.

and community development. 
That changed in 2020, when the county announced 
it will no longer provide staff support to the Trust.
“We’ve been very fortunate for the past decades to 
to have the in-kind support from the county,” said 
Shuey at the annual meeting. “Because without it, 
we’re going to have to raise more money from the 
community to accomplish our mission.”
CCFT can work with landowners who may not 
qualify to have their development rights purchased 
through the existing state preservation program, 
that the county runs.  
Instead, landowners may choose to donate the 
development rights on their lands to the Farmland 
Trust to secure it as farmland in perpetuity. 
A team of CCFT trustees and members is studying 
options for staff or consultant support to fulfill the 
Trust’s mission of creating new farmland preserva-
tion easements and providing stewardship for its 
existing 16 easements.
“We have some options. We’ve been working 
through the transition,” said Shuey. “As volunteers 
it will take us a little while to work through that 
process. In the meantime, we do have a good, solid 
balance sheet to carry into 2021.”
The change was the biggest challenge of 2020, 
while community outreach was the biggest accom-
plishment, said Shuey.

YEAR OF CHANGE (continued)
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Thankyou for supporting Farmland Preservation!

 Schraffranek recognized Shuey for her dedication, 
consistent contribution of time and energy and posi-
tive outlook. Shuey is director of development for 
Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts and an artist.

“She’s brought our spirits up,” he said. “She’s never 
negative. It’s always ‘How do we move forward?’”

Shuey has demonstrated a passion for farmland pres-
ervation and for community, he said. 

Joseph Griffin Honored
The Trust recognized Joseph Griffin, who protected 

land holdings in the Colyer Lake area through a CCFT 
conservation easement, served on the board since 
2016, and has retired from the board. Griffin brought 
a background as a math teacher, college administrator 
and organic vegetable farmer to his board service, said 
Shuey. He had also preserved land in Berks County.

Griffin once remarked that his greatest life accom-
plishment was preserving two small patches of rural 
Pennsylvania. Thanks to the generosity of CCFT part-
ner the Farmland Preservation Artists of Central PA, 
Griffin will receive a piece of original artwork from an 
FPA member as recognition for his service to CCFT.

Bob Potter Elected, Three Members Re-Elected
CCFT members elected Bob Potter to fill a term 

ending Dec. 31, 2022. Potter is a 50-year resident of 
Centre County and a 40-year resident of Boalsburg. 
Following a career in public relations, he served as 
Executive Director of the Centre County Community 
Foundation. 

Members re-elected trustees Dan Guss, Martha 
Grout Taylor and Schraffranek to new terms ending 
Dec. 31, 2023. Guss, chairman of the Farm Tour, is a 
retired Water and Wastewater Engineer who believes 
stewardship of the land is the vital foundation of clean 
water. Martha Grout Taylor serves as liaison to CCFT 
partner Farmland Preservation Artists of Central PA. 
She is an artist and retired from laboratory work in 
toxicology. 

Schraffranek, CCFT incoming president, became 
the director of alumni relations at Penn State’s College 
of Agricultural Sciences in January 2019 and oversees 
the coordination of events, programs, and initiatives 
connecting more than 31,000 alumni to faculty, staff, 
and students. 

See full bios of all trustees on our website!
centrecountyfarmlandtrust.org
 

Denise Wagner, 
a member of the 
Farmland 
Preservation Artists 
of Central PA, 
captured the 
stunning beauty 
of the country 
in her painting 
Winter Barn.
 
Visit
www.fineartamerica.com/
profiles/1-denise-wagner


